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The President Speaks 
 
In spite of the horrible weather predictions by our national weather service this 
year’s games experienced little to no rain or other inclement weather.   Our general 
public who were within driving distance to the Games was down this year.  Despite 
this lack of participation we still had a wonderful 2011 Games. 
 
Despite being an overall successful games there were a few dark clouds that 
overhung an otherwise festive occasion.  For the firs time in 56 years we lost the life 

of one of our athletes.  Dr. Erik Lie-Nielsen was one of our triathlon competitors.  
He perished in a tragic biking accident Friday morning during the Grizzly bike race.  The accident 

occurred on Spanish Oak Mountain.  This is a horribly tragedy that we have worked for decades to 
prevent.  The board of directors and all of the employees of the games were heart sick upon hearing of this 
accident.  Our deepest condolences go out to this young doctor’s family and friends.  Also, we continue in 
our prayers for Alex Beaton.  He suffered a spinal cord injury several weeks prior to the Games.  He has 
been one of our premier entertainers for the past 30 years.  We wish him the best in his recovery.  
 
At this years Patron/Sponsor reception we had world class entertainment.  The Blue Ridge Brass and 
Montreat Scottish Pipes and Drums performed fresh from their debut at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington D.C.  Also included were the national award winning Mountain Laurel Wee Cloggers along 
with one of the world’s premier violin groups from Michigan called the Chelsea House Orchestra.  And of 
course the Nightlife Band was on hand to provide music for dancing.  Also, I would like to express my 
appreciation and gratitude to the Lord Lyon who provided us with our own Coat of Arms.  Also a thank 
you goes out to the Scottish Consul Robert Naysmith for presenting us with our Coat of Arms at the 
Patron/Sponsor reception. 
 
There were several issues that are being addressed before next year’s reception.  We had several people 
show up to the reception early which helped contribute to a shortage of food.  Next year there will be a 
strictly adhered to entrance policy concerning time for the Patron/Sponsor Reception.  We have sent out 
surveys to better serve our patrons and sponsors and to help us gauge what time to start the reception.  
The Broyhill Inn assured us that they used every scrap of food available in their freezers.  Evidently our 
heavy hors d'hoeurves turned into a hearty meal for most.   
 
The BBC is doing a sixty minute special about highland games.  We were delighted to have been chosen 
as the international games to be highlighted in the BBC special on highland games in Scotland.  The BBC 
was present during this year’s GMHG and we look forward to seeing their film footage sometime in mid 

2012.  Also in attendance was Carolina Camera from WBTV Channel 3 out of Charlotte.  This will be 

shown this coming Friday the 29th at 9 p.m. for those of you who might be interested.  We also were 
pleased to host Living in the Carolinas.  We are not sure at this time when this series will air but check 
their website for updates.    
 
We are very happy to continue our relationship with the Grandfather Mountain Stewardship Foundation.   
Without their generosity and support there would be no Grandfather Mountain Highland Games as we 
know it.  A special thanks goes out to Penn Dameron and Harris Prevost for their help with the Parkway 
permits for our races.   

 
  Sincerely, 

Ross Morrison, Jr.     
 Ross Morrison, Jr. 
 GMHG President

General Managerõs Perspective  
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As I sit at the window of my office in the Ellice & Rosa McDonald Scottish Heritage Center in Linville, I am looking 
out on a hot summer day in the Mountains of NC.  It is a scorching 73 degrees.  I am 
sure most of our readers would appreciate how hot it is here compared with their 
own summer in the city.  It is a beautiful day in the high country with striking 
Carolina blue skies and a slight breeze that hints at an afternoon thunderstorm.  
You can almost smell the cool refreshing rain that is to come.   

 
Overall this years Games ran the smoothest that I can recall in my 29 years of 
service to the GMHG.  I was disappointed in the general gate being down a little.  
However, this made a fun time for those that did come.  Thankfully the 60% chance 
of rain predicted on Saturday never came to fruition.  This reminds me of when 
Cloudy MacLean used to announce at the games years ago.  He of course was the 
weather prognosticator for WBTV Channel 3 new at the time.  He really got his 

feeling hurt when told that his weather prediction was not the best around.  He was told that there was an old 

Indian in Cherokee who did a much better job at predicting the true weather.  After the games that year he 

decided to make a trip to Cherokee and look up this great weather forecaster.  When he found the old Indian he 
told him that he understood that he was great at predicting the weather.  The old Indian replied “actually there is 
some fool that predicts it every day in Charlotte and I just predict the opposite and I do very well”.  This year the 
weather was predicted so poorly that it reminded me of this little story of earlier years at the games. 
 
I don’t know what it is about Americans but they miss great events because they fear that they will melt in the 
rain.  When I was in Scotland in 1997 the weather had hardly any affect on the crowds.  I guess we Americans 
have become fragile when it comes to inclement weather.  Those crowds that were here really seemed to enjoy our 
ten ring circus.  Especially popular this year was the Celtic Groves.  Even though Albannach was not with us this 
year for the first time in many years we had a great group by the name of Saor Patrol who ended their German 
tour early just to come and play at the GMHG for the weekend.  Another group that created a lot of excitement 
was Brother from Australia.  They were actually one of the first Celtic Rock groups that we brought in during the 
early 1990s.  Once again their Didgeridoo, pipes, and guitar made for an eclectic sound which old and young alike 
seemed to enjoy.   
 
Our hopes and prayers go out to Alex Beaton.  We all missed him at this year’s festivities.  I am sure on Alex’s 
behalf that he would appreciate all of your prayers. On a related matter, we appreciate the great job that Ed Miller 
did in stepping in at the last minute and taking over Alex’s duties.  And we appreciate all of you that stopped by 
Alex’s table to sign his journal to let him know how much he was missed.  There is a more detailed update of his 
condition below with an email address if you want to contact him and his family. 
 
I would especially like to thank Bob Kay of Morgan Keegan out of Richmond VA.  He is one of our Chieftain 
patrons who stepped up and donated a grand total of $10,000 to help support our local scholarship obligations.  
With the damage we had last year we were really short on funding some of our scholarships.  For those of you 
who may not know, these games are a non-profit organization whose mission statement includes providing the 
means for local talented youth to attend institutes of higher education.  We thank Bob again, and anyone else in 

advance, who is willing to donate to some wonderful young scholars who are the future of our state and country. 
 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 

Frank Vance 
Frank Vance  
GMHG General Manager 

 

          

Be a part of the Gathering! 

Order tickets, camping, and patron 

sponsorships online at www.gmhg.org 

http://www.gmhg.org/
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In remembrance of Dr. Erik Lie-Nielsen 
          

 
Dr. Erik Lie-Nielsen 

 

Alex Beaton Update and Contact 
Information 

 

 
 

 
 

Dr. Erik Lie-Nielsenôs life was 

tragically cut short while 

participating in this yearôs Grizzly 

Bike Race Friday morning July 8
th
.   

In memory of Erik Lie - Nielsen we offer 
this traditional gaelic blessing:  

May the road rise up to meet you.  
May the wind be always at your back.  

May the  sun shine warm upon your face;  
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until 

we meet again, may God hold you in the 
palm of His hand.   

- traditional  

 

 

 

Alex remains in the Medical ICU at Baptist Hospital following surgery to relieve 

pressure caused by the disk injury. Alex is working hard to fight off pneumonia. To 

this end, the doctors performed a tracheotomy and placed him on a ventilator four 

days after the initial surgery.  Alex will continue in the ICU until the pneumonia is 

arrested.  He will then be transferred to a special facility for additional treatment of 

the spinal trauma.  Though many have expressed a desire to visit, at this time, 

visitation is limited.   

 

Alex and Linda offer their sincere appreciation for all of the e-mails, Facebook 

comments and cards they have received.  Alex is particularly touched by all of the 

prayers and good wishes that have been raised on his behalf by not only his friends, 

but also by those who have heard of his situation.   The love shown by those who 

have responded to his injury has touched his heart and gives him immense strength to 

see this through.  Alex and Linda continue to invite you to send them your thoughts 

and well-wishes via his Facebook page and the Baptist Hospital 'Care Mail' system 

on line (email to: Guest.Relations@BaptistHospital.com and be sure to include "Alex 

Beaton--Care Mail" in the Subject line of the e-mail.) Cards may be sent care of 

Glenfinnan Music, P.O. Box 681707, Franklin, TN 37068. 

 

While Alexôs injury has been rather traumatic and the road to recovery may be a long 

one, his attitude is extremely positive and optimistic!  His nurses say he is an 

inspiration to them and to all who come in contact with him. His doctors universally 

agree that his positive attitude will contribute to his recovery.  Andé. anyone 

fortunate enough to have met Alex already knows that his love of people and 

performing will push him through this episode to a full recovery. 
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The Grandfather Mountain Highland Games gratefully 

acknowledges the contributions of our Corporate Sponsors:  

 

ü Coca -Cola  

ü High Country Media  

ü Thistle School   

  

ü Everything Scottish, LLC  

ü Duncan Soutar of St. Andrews  

ü Ais ling Broadcasting  

 

For information on becoming a corporate sponsor, please visit 

www.gmhg.org  or call (828) 733 -1333  
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     Drum Major Col. Jesse Andrews  Highland Dance Competition              Childrenôs Race 
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